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Welcome to The Tring Anglers NewsLine Autumn 2011 e dition. I hope you will agree that 
the articles reflect the varied angling activities of the club. This reflects the strength of the 
current officers and committee, plus the bailiff team for reservoir and canals. I do not make this 
assertion lightly as many clubs are really struggling for volunteers of all skills. Most importantly 
the long suffering wives, girlfriends and partners. It must also be remembered that all the tackle 
shops which promote and support The Tring Anglers are the life blood of our sport and we 
should do our best to patronise them. 
 
 Many will have noticed that dredging work is taking place along the Aylesbury Arm and 
also bank maintenance and ’improvement’. This will be followed by lock works and further bank 
work, all should be complete by Christmas. The Arm has been subject to restriction of traffic 
since September 29th due to lack of water. However the siphon operation from Wilstone 
reservoir will continue to feed the gudgeon stream as levels need to be maintained to complete 
the works you may find that water levels will fluctuate wildly. 
  
Dick Pilkinton  
 
PRO  
  
 

ARLA’s plans for Buckland ! 
 
If you do not know about this proposal already and how it affects our Buckland section of the 
Aylesbury Arm:- 
 
 ARLA Extract from Bucks Herald 

Published on Sunday 28 August 2011 11:00  PLANS to build the world’s first billion litre dairy near Aston 
Clinton have been adapted based on feedback from the public. So far hundreds of letters of representation have 
been received by Aylesbury Vale District Council, with the period in which the public may make representations to 
the council and voice their opinions on the original plans having finished on Thursday. And Aral Foods, which plans 
to build the site on College Road North, has now submitted additional information with the proposals to AVDC. It 
includes provision for extra landscaping on College  Road North, which it claims will improve the canal  
towpath from the proposed site to Aylesbury in orde r to upgrade the surface for use by both pedestrian s 
and cyclists.  

The firm has also submitted further highways information. Project director at Arla Foods, Tim Evans, said: “As is 
usual in the planning process, we have submitted additional information to support the planning applications in 
response to the comments raised during the statutory consultation period.  

 
 



 3 

 
Canal & River Trust 

 
As from April 1st 2012 this will be the new name for British 
Waterways and this logo will soon become evident throughout the 
system. Is this going to alter the angling on the Reservoirs and 
canals? On the surface the existing agreements will remain the 
same so the average angler on the bank will notice few changes. 
The program to introduce the new logo will be the major visible 
action and that will not be instant. 
 

The licence and management agreements for TTA canal and 
reservoirs are already under scrutiny by a body of angling 

representatives which reports directly to BW/CaRT at national level. This is called the National Anglers 
Advisory Group (NAAG) and other issues that were raised at the meeting on 12th October included a 
presentation by Peter Wade, British Waterways Safety Advisor, on overhead powerlines, which included 
a review of the once statutory 30 metre rule. Our own Red Lion section was one of the first to have a 
more ‘common sense’ approach. Also the Olympic legacy and the New Waterway Trust were deeply 
discussed.  
 Whatever you think of the new name and logo is not as important as recognising that the new 
structure for the governance of CaRT offers angling a great opportunity for being in a better and stronger 
position than ever before. It is important that we do not let this chance pass us by. The Chairman for the 
South East region is of the new Local Partnerships board is being appointed in January 2012. This will 
be followed by the appointment/election of members. We must ensure that at least one has angling 
interests at heart. I believe that we will be well represented at National level by the Angling Trust and 
NAAG, at this local regional level we may be to thin on the ground. 
 
Dick Pilkinton 
 

 
On-line shopping at …  

 

“Christmas is coming, 
Amazon are getting fat. 
Let’s get commission 

In the TTA hat” 
 

 
I don’t like to mention Christmas this early but it’s our last chance to contact all of you this year and I bet 
that some of the shops are already trying to persuade you to open your wallets for presents, cards, 
mince pies etc.  Most of us will probably resist the “Only xx shopping days left” messages until 
November at least ( until December 24th, in some cases �  ) but when you do decide it’s time to start 
ticking off the pressie list please remember that you can raise money for the club on any purchases from 
on-line retailer Amazon. They now sell an amazing range of products, far too large to list here, but by 
going to their website via the TTA website you can earn up to 5% commission for the club without it 
affecting the price you pay or having any other effect on your transaction.  
 

Here’s how to do it: (*) 
 

·  go to our website www.tringanglers.org.uk 
·  hit the ‘amazon.co.uk’ logo at the bottom of the left-hand menu 
 

and the Amazon website should open in a new browser window. You won’t see any difference but 
Amazon will know that you arrived via our site and will automatically credit our Associates account with a 
percentage of the purchase price of everything that you order.  
 

This doesn’t apply just to Christmas, you’ll earn the club some money whenever you order from them, 
and obviously you don’t have to be a TTA member for it to happen so get all your friends, relatives & 
workmates to order their Amazon items via our site too ! We may not get a fortune from it  but, as 
another big retailer tells us, every little helps. 
 

( * You’ll need to follow the directions every time you want to go onto the Amazon site ) 
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2011 
“Old Codgers” 

Matches 

 
Flushed with the success of last year’s two Old 
Codgers canal matches but not wanting to over-tax 
the limited energy of our more senior members ( ! ) 
we initially decided to risk three events for 2011 then 
in fact ended up with four by slipping one in at Rislip 
too.  
 
(STOP PRESS: we had a FIFTH Old Codgers match 
at Cooks in October after the last one shown here !) 

The first match at Cooks Wharf in May was eagerly anticipated as the venue had been fishing really well in the 
preceding weeks but maybe the slight overnight frost cooled sport down a little for us. Conditions on the day itself 
were good though and we ended up in shirt-sleeves, with no empty nets and all nineteen anglers having enjoyed 
themselves. Top weights (age bonuses in brackets) were: 
1 Tony Beadle: 14lb-3oz-0dr (0-5-0)  
2 Brian Elliott: 13-7-8 (0-11-8)  

3 Derek Rutland: 13-4-0 (0-11-0)  
4 Roger Elborough: 8-10-0 (0-6-0) 

Brian, Derek and Roger (below, right) caught bream & roach throughout but Tony (below, left) only started to bag 
up when he switched from pole to the waggler. He promised to use his winner’s money to buy flowers for his wife 
who was in hospital at the time – who said romance is dead ? 
 

  
 

Onto the Arm at Wilstone for the match at the end of June, a day that started nicely but was spoiled by a couple of 
heavy showers. Sport was mainly restricted to small fish with little use for landing nets but again all twelve anglers 
caught fish and the rain had stopped well before the final whistle so we weighed in and packed up in the dry. 

1 Brian Elliott: 5lb-11oz-8dr (0-11-8) 
2 Martin Rodwell: 4-1-0 (0-4-8) 

3 Michael Lawrence: 3-6-0 (0-15-0) 
4 Mick Sibley: 3-1-0 (0-7-8) 

Brian and Martin (below, right) were on each end of the boats to the right of the wooden bridge and both had nets 
of small fish. Michael L was just past the gudgeon stream and did have one decent skimmer plus bits, whilst Mick S 
caught his fish on the concrete below the road bridge. 
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The extra match at Rislip Farm was on a pleasant day at the end of July. Nine anglers took part with eight of us on 
the big lake and just Dave Wollington choosing to fish the small lake. Everyone was ready by 8.40 so the whistle 
went and early sport was brisk, particularly for Mick Sibley (pole / maggot) & Neil Williams (waggler / maggot) who 
were pulling out rudd & small perch one-a-chuck. Most agreed that the big lake action cooled down after about 
10.00 but it never died off completely. Dave Wollington (below left, centre) caught consistently until the end - a total 
of over 530 mainly tiny rudd and 60 gudgeon !!! Everyone else's nets contained (bigger) rudd and perch. 

1 Dave Wollington: 7lb-15oz-0dr 
2 Roger Elbourne: 7-11-8 (0-6-0)(below left,right) 
 

3 Brian Elliott: 7-10-8 (0-11-8)(below left,left) 
4 Mick Sibley: 5-3-8 (0-7-0) 

  
 

Back to Cooks for the final scheduled match in the middle of September when we were again blessed with decent 
weather. Sport was consistent throughout and none of the seventeen anglers had an empty net. Most of the fish 
caught were roach, skimmers and larger bream with a few gudgeon & perch and a couple of carp. Alan was on the 
first peg after the slipway and had around 5lb in the bag before a 13lb 6oz mirror arrived shortly before the whistle 
to win him the match. Martin and John were on the first marina whilst Dave was around the bend, as usual. See the 
front cover for a shot of that day’s top four anglers whose weights were: 

1 Alan Johnson: 19lb-0oz-8dr (0-10-8 ) 
2 Martin Rodwell: 11-1-8 (0-4-8) 
 

3 John Sears: 10-3-8 (0-5-8) 
4 Dave Moore: 8-14-0 (0-10-0) 

  
 

We did consider having a caption competition to guess what Joe Burtt is saying to the approaching cyclists (above 
right) but only suggestions containing four-letter words would have been anywhere near the truth!   
 
Neil Williams 
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Canal carping 
 
I don't profess to be a carp fishing expert, but have been asked to share my experiences, thoughts and 
tactics on fishing on the TTA canals for carp.  To start off with I thought I’d share my results from fishing 
on the canal over the seasons.   
 

As many of you have, I too have had many a good session fishing for the carp on a number of stretches 
of the canal, but for me it all started at Cooks Wharf with bread crust! My friends and I joined TTA and 
the first place we went to was Cooks Wharf. We soon realised that bread crust was the going method, 
and in my opinion there's nothing more exciting that fishing with floating bread or dog biscuits.  It's the 
anticipation of seeing the shadows beneath the surface and then those lips breaking the surface as they 
franticly try to snatch your bread crust without being caught.  We had numerous carp from Cooks with 
the biggest being around 19lb, great fun on light tackle!!  
 

There was one evening at Cooks that I will never forget, but not for the fishing. We were fishing on a 
warm summers evening (I seem to have forgotten what one of those looks like!), as was Dave Burton 
and another angler (who was later to be given the nickname "the dolphin"). We were happily fishing with 
floating crust, keeping an ear out for any carp slurps as you do, next thing there was a massive splash, 
our first thoughts were that it could be a record carp, but as I looked up I saw anther angler duck under 
the water and then bob back up again, just like a dolphin. It turns out he had cast and simply taken one 
step too many forward and ended up in the canal. Needless to say we didn't laugh, much, nor did Dave 
Burton! 
 

Since getting the bug we have all fished a number of stretches of the canal using a variety of methods, in 
all weathers too.  We've fished in the pouring rain all day (who hasn't?) and even fished at Buckland with 
the lightning touching down in the field behind us! My biggest carp from the canal to date is 22lb, and the 
one I’m holding in the pic below weighed in at 18lb 4oz when I caught it at Puttenham, but I know there 
are bigger ones in there, which is what keeps me coming back for more.  
 

 
 

There are a variety of canal sections to choose from on the TTA ticket, depending on what you're after, 
which is why the canals are so appealing to many.  Some are quiet with a low stock, whilst others are a 
little busier with more fish to aim at. Certain sections can provide you with a bite so that you can even 
catch in the winter when there’s snow on the ground!   
 

Since my early fishing days we’ve tended to target some of the quieter stretches on the Aylesbury Arm, 
as there is less boat and footpath traffic.  The trouble with this part of the canal is that there can be a 
huge distance between locks, which can mean there is a large expanse for the carp to hide in.  Each 
section seems to fish differently and have its quirks, so it’s by no means easy, all require a bit of work in 
one form or another.  However, with the right rigs and bait in the right spots it’s possible to catch some 
lovely carp, maybe even a new PB. 
 
Steve Barrett 
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Match Scene 

 
This season we have seen an increase in members attending the Sunday matches. To date 26 members 
have joined our merry crew, with 18 being the largest match attendance. The latest to join were Ray Ellis 
& Ray Riley, who made a welcome return, after many years away, to match fishing this last week-end at 
Rislip. Our youngest match member is Oliver Nicholls (14) who is keen as mustard and we are hoping 
will become a regular contributor to the match scene for many years to come.  
 
The average weekly attendance is about 12. This does not include the Evening Series and Old Codgers 
matches which are run by Neil Williams. He will report separately on these popular matches. 
 
The fixture list is made up of Canal, Lake & River matches spread over a wide variety of venues. There 
are numerous inter-club matches against the likes of Luton, Ampthill and Barnet. Any club member is 
welcome to attend. The club is also affiliated to Reading & District Angling Association “RDAA”, so Tring 
members can purchase a Day ticket for these prolific waters via Tony Beadle. We are allocated 10 
RDAA venues a year. 
 
This year’s top individual match weight is currently held by Martin Rodwell who banked 18-11-8 at RDAA 
water on River Thames at Wallingford on 21/8/11. He will receive the Charles Atkin memorial Trophy for 
that match win. Andy Allday is currently in second place with 18-6-0 from canal at Marsworth Red Lion 
on 8/5/11. Tony Beadle is currently third with 17-11-0 in same match. I will be very surprised if these 
weights are not surpassed with the onset of Autumn/Winter upon us.  The River Thame comes into it’s 
own from October through to March with chub being the dominant species. We own a fine stretch at 
Shabbington Island as well as rent three fields downstream. Ickford is also worth a visit, especially as 
members can now park inside the gate ( via the combination number) NB- don’t park inside the field at 
Shabbington or Ickford if there are animals in the field or the ground appears boggy, flooded or 
snowbound. 
 
We are currently committed to replacing some of the stiles at Ickford as well as building two small 
bridges over the ditch that separates the first field from field 2 & 3. As always please take extra care 
when climbing over stiles and fences. 
 
If you wish to keep abreast of results, you can log into our web site and click on “Calendar” which will 
provide you with the latest match results. 
 
Most matches carry points which are awarded to each angler as they weigh in. A match winner will be 
awarded 25 points, second 24 points, third 23 points etc. There are several trophies on offer for most 
canal, river and lake points, as well as specimen cups, pike cups and various others. These trophies are 
normally awarded after the Iain Rennie Charity event, but due to absence of an event headquarters last 
season, we could not present the trophies. Hopefully we will have rectified this matter by end of this 
season. 
 
All members are welcome to attend our friendly matches. Pools are £5 and are optional. The average 
age is c 60, with the youngest being 14 and oldest 80+. If you wish to join us, just come along to the 
venue about 15/30 minutes before the draw and you will be made welcome. Most matches are Walk Off 
so you are not tied down to a particular peg. Peg downs are normally used in interclub matches. 
 
If you wish to know more, then please feel free to contact me on 07710-335888 or Andy Allday 07598-
446708. 
 
Tight Lines 
 
Tony Beadle 
Joint Match Secretary 
Hon Treasurer 
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Engaging with the local community 

 
Tring Events 2011 

 
 
 
 Bank Holiday 
Sunday, August the 
28th found The Tring 
Anglers taking part in 
the second Tring 
Sports Forum Taster 
Day where you could 
try 12 different sports. 
This event is held at 
Sportspace, Tring 
School, where we have 
a stand, and lifts are 
arranged, for anybody 
who wants to try angling 
to the Reservoir Pound 
section of canal. 42 
folks of all ages had a 
go at fishing and most 
were successful in 

catching a few roach, gudgeon and perch. I am pleased to say that fishing had the most positive 
feedback of all the sports from the questionnaires completed. This event was also included in 
the National Fishing Month which Tring Anglers have always supported from it’s infancy as a 
project. 
 
Boxmoor Canal Festival - Bank Holiday May 28 th-30th  
(formerly the Wendover Canal Festival) 
 
 
 
Mike Heylin, Chairman of the Angling Trust, 
takes some time out to relax by assisting with 
the three day angling taster event. This 
successful move by the Wendover Arm Trust to 
the Boxmoor Trust land we hope will become a 
permanent fixture. 
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Dave Burton,Tring Anglers Vice 
Chairman, away from home turf but still 
coaching the youngsters. 
 
 
 
 
 
Over the three day event 66 people 
had a try at fishing, the youngest 
2years 6months and the eldest 50. 
Many thanks to the 15 helpers who 
made the event such a success, not 
only from Tring Anglers but also from 

Verulam AC and Boxmoor and District. and found time to raise £121.40 for the Ian Rennie 
Hospice at Home. 
Also thanks to Kevin at Old Town Angling and Neil at Amersham Angling Centre. 
The canal provided a wide variety of fish including Roach, dace, chub, perch, bleak, gudgeon, 
ruffe, bream and a hybrid. 
 
The Tring Anglers Family BBQ and match August 20 th,Aylesbury Arm, Wilstone 
 
 
 
 
 
Bill and Virginia Rushmer kindly turned up to 
help with the fishing and the prize giving.  
Here Virginia presents 1st place Daniel Tyler, 
2lb 9oz peg 12 with the cup and the luggage 
set. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks must go to Neil of Amersham Angling Centre (and his good lady) for preparing all the 
Masterline Goody bags that ensured all everybody took something home. 
 
Thanks Neil, also, for all the bait throughout our Taster season. 
 
Thanks to all those who turn out to help with TTA events, whether coaching, manning stands or 
bailiffing thereby freeing people like me to attend. 
I have shown only 3 of the 15 happenings we were involved in this year, a commitment by Tring 
Anglers to the future of our sport. 
 
Dick Pilkinton 
 

 
 

STOP PRESS - Aylesbury Arm litter-pick, Saturday Fe bruary 4 th 2012 
 

As part of the national Big Tidy-up campaign, 
in conjunction with the residents of Wilstone village 

 

Meet 9.30am in Wilstone Village Hall car park – litter pickers & bags provided – bring gloves 
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Will's Angle - Fishing, The Great Leveller . 

 
Whether you're labouring under the burden of going fishing with everything but the kitchen sink 
or just taking along a much favoured rod and reel as you make your way to a favourite fishing 
hole, it all comes down to the same thing for all us anglers, and that is the thrill of catching a fish 
or two. 
 
The reasons we go fishing are legion, but personally for me it's simply to engage in the gentle 
pastime of pitting my wits against a wily adversary and surrounding myself in the sight and 
sounds of nature’s cloak that all but ignores the imposition of my being there. 
 
I enjoy the watching as much as the catching and when a fish is not forthcoming I can choose to 
either change something in the hope of increasing my advantage or applying a little more 
patience when I know it now has to be left for a fish to play its part. 
 
Fishing isn't all about waiting either, it's about thinking positively, being inventive and able to 
change mind and tactics to elicit that first bite. 
 
I'm often asked, what is the best time of day? My answer is 'any', as long as you're prepared to 
be there at dawn and still there until you can't see the silhouette of a float in the fading light of 
late evening. They are the two most important times of day for angling in my book; in any 
weather too! 
 
I've done my share of night fishing and caught some good fish, but none compare with those 
I've caught just fishing the two hours after sunrise or the two hours before sunset. Night fishing, 
for me, became an excuse to spend time alone beneath the stars under a simple shelter; to 
cook on a spirit stove and enjoy the intimacy of being at one with nature as day turned to night 
and night to day. In truth it was mostly a waste of time as far as fishing was concerned, let alone 
the annoyance of having a few hours sleep disturbed by false bites along with the occasional 
soaking attending to dropped runs in the rain, which I'd rather listen to than experience how wet 
you can get gazing at an empty hook in the dark. I eventually ceased fishing during the night in 
favour of fishing late into the evening and rising early after a good nights kip to catch the birth of 
a new day nudging the horizon. 
 
Having recently been inducted into the Grand Union Gobio Gobio Society (GUGGS), or to what 
my other half fondly refers to as the 'Gudgeon Gang', I often have to remind her that this is 
serious stuff and I've become a gudgeon fanatic to the exclusion of catching all else. Well sort 
of; the audacity of 'nuisance' fish taking even the tiniest morsel of bait intended only for my 
chosen quarry is mind boggling. So much so that occasionally I'm caused to waste an inordinate 
amount of gudgeon time trying to shake large intruders off the hook.   
 
My preoccupation with gudgeon has even necessitated the purchase of a set of digital jeweller’s 
scales in case I come close to, or even break, the magic 5oz record gudgeon caught by a Mr 
Hull from the River Nadder way back in 1990. As is the way of fishing, or maybe just my way, I 
have yet to catch a gudgeon anywhere near the record weight, which is not for the want of 
trying. 
 
There can't be that many specimen gudgeon anglers out there as most anglers don't readily 
admit to even targeting or weighing them, let alone having a gudgeon 'personal best'. Ask any 
angler if they've caught a gudgeon and you'll instantly bring a smile to their face and probably a 
self respecting memory or two of actually 'catching' a fish rather than the, dare I say, inexpert 
'self-hooking' style of fishing so par for the coarse-fish caught today.  
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I was once approached by a seasoned countryman who was of the opinion that the only time 
coarse angling could be considered a sport was when an angler actually got off his backside! 
That's why I too consider angling a pastime, but what a rewarding way for time to pass! 
 
For the purists amongst us, end tackle needs only be a brightly painted and varnished 
'traditional' gudgeon float suspended above the business end of a line that easily passes 
through the eye of a size 18 hook and shotted just enough to hold bottom slightly over depth. 
Gudgeon are fiercely single-minded when going for a bait and leave no doubt of their interest as 
they snatch the float beneath the surface. Why not get amongst these distant relatives of the 
carp and let them teach you the simple, yet real skill of float fishing for these beautiful little fish.  
 
Catching gudgeon is everything angling has always been about and should be the sometime 
quarry of every true angler! For me, once again experiencing the fun I had fishing the River Dart 
for dace and gudgeon when my age was measured in single figures is reward enough. 
 
Bill Ward 
 
 
 
 
 
Keith Arthur, another important member of the ‘Gudgeon Gang’ receives his GUGGS mug from 
Neil Williams during a break in filming an episode of ‘Tight Lines’ at Marsworth. 
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2011 Evening Series “Now the day is over, 
Night is drawing nigh. 
Shadows of the Evening Series 
Steal across the sky” 
 

(Apologies to S. Baring-Gould) 
 
The Evening Series of matches first ran in 2007 so this was its fifth year and, in keeping with the original spirit of 
offering something different to the club’s Sunday events, I decided to make it rod, reel & running line only i.e. no 
poles or whips. Not a universally popular decision maybe ( ! ) but the numbers attending the matches seem to 
suggest that it didn’t put many people off, and it may even have encouraged some of this year’s new faces to give it 
a go. 
 
Sticking with tradition, the opening match was on the first Tuesday in June at Dixons Gap and, as usual, the 
weather wasn’t great and it didn’t fish very well. I fluked a win with a 4lb bream above the bridge whilst newbies 
Nick Horne and his granddad Arthur had decent nets of smaller fish on the lower pound to come second and third. 
The following week the Marsworth Red Lion stretch provided better conditions & sport with Andy Allday’s 11lb 2oz 
bag of skimmers & larger bream putting him well ahead of Nick’s 5lb 10oz and my 5lb. Andy also came up trumps 
on another “dodgy weather” evening at Buckland the next week; he landed exactly 7lb of fish to beat Simon 
Foulkes’ 6lb 1oz and Don Malyon’s 4lb. All change at Cooks Wharf the following Tuesday though as Dave 
Wollington’s 11lb 8oz dwarfed Martin Rodwell’s 5lb 14oz with Ian Little and Sean Gregory’s 4lb 14oz tying for third. 
The leader board looked like this after four matches, the halfway-point of the Series. 
 

1 Andy Allday 14 points 
2 Dave Wollington 13 
3 Neil Williams 12 
4 Nick Horne 12 
5 Sean Gregory 8.5 

 

On to Red House next where everyone caught bits but Nick’s big bream gave him a winning 4lb, Tony Beadle’s 
bonus perch put him second on 2lb 4oz with Richard Darbon third on 2lb 1oz. We had to cope with a nasty easterly 
breeze the following week on the reservoir pounds at Marsworth where Martin’s 6lb 8oz was top weight with Andy’s 
4lb second and my 3lb 3oz third. A surprisingly low turnout for the next match back at Red Lion with a win for Dave 
W’s 8lb 6oz over Martin’s 7lb 9oz and Andy’s 5lb 7oz. That left us going into the final match with standings like this 
 

1 Andy Allday 24 points 
2 Dave Wollington 22 
3 Martin Rodwell 21 
4 Nick Horne 20 
5 Neil Williams 18 

 

meaning that only the top four had a chance of finishing first overall. That last match was on my home territory at 
Wilstone but I abandoned my usual quest for small stuff, walking past the gudgeon stream to go after the big boys 
further along and I was rewarded by two bream for a winning weight of 6lb 3oz to beat Martin’s 4lb 1oz and Andy’s 
3lb 6oz. That left this final Top Ten 
 

1 Andy Allday 28 points 6 Sean Gregory 14.5 
2 Martin Rodwell 26 7 Tony Beadle 14 
3 Neil Williams 24 8 Simon Foulkes 11 
4 Dave Wollington 23 9= Arthur Horne 10 
5 Nick Horne 21 9= Geoff Smith 10 

 

with another ten anglers’ names squeezed out by space limitations ! 
 
We had a total of 113 attendees over the 8 events, the best turn-out being 18 anglers for Buckland whilst the 
lowest was the 11 at the second Red Lion match. Total raised for our charity, Iain Rennie Grove Hou se, was 
£130 so well done to everyone and thanks for coming  along !!! 
 
Neil Williams 
 
PS Someone else’s turn to organise the Series next year – any volunteers ? 
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TTA Restocking Policy 

 
2011 has seen the revival of a stocking policy by o ur Fisheries Officer, Richard Beckwith. 
The idea of a five year plan is to ensure that money is reserved for the purchase of fish and not 
diverted to other activities, but things do not always go to plan and we may not restock where 
we originally intended. The import thing is that we do restock in a sensible and planned manner. 
These days’ fish checks have to be carried out by the supplier and also the registration of the 
fishery. The movement of fish is strictly controlled by the Environment Agency and fish checks 
can be expensive and fruitless. This is why we prefer to purchase / rather than move or net the 
fish ourselves. 
 
Although the Aylesbury Arm still produces a good standard of sport it is felt that to maintain the 
level it would make a good starting point to the campaign. Wilstone wooden bridge area is the 
easiest to access. Dixon’s gap bridge 2 provides another option. This should happen before 
Christmas dependant on British Waterways canal stoppage work and water levels. 
 
The fish to be delivered are made up as follows, all 6-8inches in length. 

Tench: 150, roach: 500, rudd: 200, bream: 500, chub: 150.  

The remaining four years are as follows, the fish mixture may be different. The venues may 
alter, but the money will be set aside. 

Year 2 2012 Red lion Main Canal  

Year 3 2013 Rislip Farm 

Year 4 2014 Red lion Main Canal 

Year 5 2015 Bulbourne Main Canal 

 

Interesting shot of this year’s 
proposed restocking area at 
Wilstone, circa 1880. It was then 
known as the Rainbow Bridge, 
now we have the recently 
replaced wooden bridge. 

Lack of ‘ fishy’ type cover on the 
offside but the Towpath looks in 
great condition, with no moored 
boats. 
 
We believe that’s Tony Bradbury 
on the bridge, selling a day 
ticket. 
 
 

 
 
Richard, the Fisheries Officer, would like to thank  those who turned out for the working 
parties. Hope to see more of you will turn out next  year. 
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Tring Reservoirs 

 
Ken Brown’s potential UK 
record perch - 6lb 4oz from Wilstone 
reservoir, September 2011 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Although Ken’s perch is the highlight of the season  so far the fishing on all the reservoirs 
has been interesting. As well as this outstanding fish a number of 4 and 5lb fish have appeared. 
Tench have been caught, but nothing outstanding reported. Interestingly, it has been possible to 
catch rudd , roach and smaller perch on a waggler from Wilstone, so the cormorants have not 
eaten everything! 
At the time of writing all the reservoirs are low, so please take care of the vulnerable banks. 
 
Marsworth has had an excellent silver fish season  but the carping has been a bit quiet 
nonetheless  a few 30’s and mid 20’s have shown up. Roach have fallen to seed baits, with fish 
well over 1lb caught in all areas. Patient and controlled feeding is the key to catching whether 
on pole or waggler. 
The same applies to the bream fishing, feeding is the answer, success will come to most baits 
and feeder methods. 
 The most consistent bream swims have been on the canal side, particularly the dam wall 
section. This has been reflected in series of 6 Iain Rennie Hospice at Home charity opens. 
Although the spectacular winning weight of 183lb was from the rushes end of the water. A lot of 
100lb plus bags were recorded during these events. 
 Tench have hardly shown at all, which is true of all the reservoirs and of many other local 
lakes. Rudd seem to be increasing in numbers, in previous years this fish shoaled mostly in the 
Rushes area, beyond the tree swims, some have shown along the causeway among the roach.  
 Marsworth has provided good sport for the media guests such as Bill and Virginia 
Rushmer and Keith Arthur. If you have never caught a 100lb of bream, although keepnets are 
not allowed you can reckon the fish average 4 to 5lb. 
    
Startops has produced its usual quota of double fig ure bream,  as well as rumours of some 
roach. The population of carp is of high quality and can prove elusive. 
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Tony Beadle, TTA Treasurer, had never fished Marsworth before. So here he is, successful with 
a standard issue bream, from the ‘hot’ fishing area of the summer. 
 
 
 

 
 
Keith Arthur concentrates on catching a bream for the camera. I have a copy of The Sky TV 
program ‘Tight Lines’ should anybody wish to view. 
 
As I write the reservoirs are at their lowest in living memory, although rumours of fish being 
netted and moved are unfounded. Plenty of winter rain is required please ! 
 
Dick Pilkinton 
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The Tring Anglers Working Together with 

 
 
 
 
 

The Tring Anglers have collected £902.28 this year for the Iain 
Rennie Hospice at Home. Thanks to all those who contributed including the Old 
Codgers, the evening series Match men, the Marsworth Reservoir competitors and the money 
raised at the two BBQ’s run for the juniors and others who attend our angling instruction events.  
IRHH has now successfully integrated with Grove House clinical services, they have now 
merged to form Iain Rennie Grove House Hospice Care. 
Community Fundraising manager, Joanne Hunt thanks Tring Anglers for their continued support 
in what are difficult times for charities. To give you some idea of what £900 pays for, it will 
provide 6 days specialist nursing care. I hope you will never need the services of the hospices, 
but will continue to support them. 

 
 
4th place for Dave Howe TTA  member with 42lb 14oz in the 
September Marsworth IRHH match. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fun fishing the Aylesbury Arm at Wilstone  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thanks to all the parents, grandparents, uncles, aunts, friends and guardians who contributed to 
IRHH and The Tring Anglers   
 

Let’s try for £1000 in 2012!  
 


